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Welcome to Living Books Curriculum’s 

Holiday Helper series 

 

Living Books Curriculum has created a series called Holiday Helpers just for you. These short collections 

of high-quality literature, artwork and quotations are easy to use during busy holidays; each one is 

designed to provide your children with uplifting and inspiring ideas and images.  

Encourage the practice of copywork. If you are new to picture study, visit this link for suggestions: 

www.livingbookscurriculum.com/TeachingChildrentoLoveGreatArt.pdf  

 

If you are new to Charlotte Mason education, please visit our site to learn more. Living Books Curriculum 

is complete, literature-rich and inspired by the work of Charlotte Mason. We offer the finest 

homeschool curriculum available. 

 

Enjoy our complimentary Holiday Helper, 

Sheila Carroll 

Living Books Curriculum  

www.livingbookscurriculum.com/ 
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The Declaration of Celebrating Thanksgiving  

 

The Manner in 

which the American 

Colonies Declared 

themselves 

INDEPENDANT of 

the King of 

ENGLAND. 

William Hamilton 

(1751-1801) delin, 

George Noble 

(dates unknown) 

sculp. Mixed 

method, 1783. 

Following the Revolutionary War, the Continental Congress recognized 

the need to give thanks for delivering the country from war and into 

independence. Congress issued a proclamation on October 11, 1782:  

By the United States in Congress assembled.  

PROCLAMATION.  

IT being the indispensable duty of all Nations, not only to offer up their 
supplications to ALMIGHTY GOD, the giver of all good, for his gracious 
assistance in a time of distress, but also in a solemn and public manner 
to give him praise for his goodness in general, and especially for great 
and signal interpositions of his providence in their behalf: Therefore the 
United States in Congress assembled, taking into their consideration the 
many instances of divine goodness to these States, in the course of the 
important conflict in which they have been so long engaged; the present 
happy and promising state of public affairs; and the events of the war, in 
the course of the year now drawing to a close; particularly the harmony 
of the public Councils, which is so necessary to the success of the public 
cause; the perfect union and good understanding which has hitherto 
subsisted between them and their Allies, notwithstanding the artful and 
unwearied attempts of the common enemy to divide them; the success 
of the arms of the United States, and those of their Allies, and the 
acknowledgment of their independence by another European power, 
whose friendship and commerce must be of great and lasting advantage 
to these States:----- Do hereby recommend to the inhabitants of these 
States in general, to observe, and request the several States to 
interpose their authority in appointing and commanding the observation 
of THURSDAY the twenty-eight day of NOVEMBER next, as a day of 
solemn THANKSGIVING to GOD for all his mercies: and they do further 
recommend to all ranks, to testify to their gratitude to GOD for his 
goodness, by a cheerful obedience of his laws, and by promoting, each 
in his station, and by his influence, the practice of true and undefiled 
religion, which is the great foundation of public prosperity and national 
happiness.  

Done in Congress, at Philadelphia, the eleventh day of October, in the 
year of our LORD one thousand seven hundred and eighty-two, and of 
our Sovereignty and Independence, the seventh.  

JOHN HANSON, President. .  
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The First Thanksgiving  

 From Stories of the Pilgrims 

by Margaret B. Pumphrey 
 

T HE summer days were full for the busy Pilgrims. In the fields there were only twenty men and a few 

boys to do all the work. There was corn to hoe, and there were gardens to weed and care for. When 

time could be spared from this work, there were barns to be built, and the fort to finish.  

The brave men worked from morning till night preparing for the next long winter. The sun and the rain 

helped them. The crops grew wonderfully, and soon the hillsides were green with growing corn, and 

wheat, and vegetables.  

When the warm days of early summer came, there were sweet wild strawberries on the sunny hills. A 

little later, groups of boys and girls filled their baskets with wild raspberries and juicy blackberries from 

the bushes on the edge of the forest. Sugar was too scarce to be used for jellies and preserves, but trays 

of the wild fruits were placed in the sun to dry for winter use.  

The fresh green of the wheat fields began to turn a golden brown. The harvest was ripening. Before long 

the air rang with the steady beat of the flail, as the Pilgrims threshed their first crop of golden grain.  

 Soon the corn was ready to be cut and stacked in shocks. Then came the early frosts, and the Pilgrims 

hurried to gather the sweet wild grapes from vines which grew over bushes and low trees near the 

brook. The frost had opened the prickly burs and hard brown coats of the nuts, and every day Squanto 

went with a merry group of boys to gather chestnuts, hickory nuts, beechnuts, and walnuts.  

At last the harvest was all gathered in. The Pilgrims rejoiced as they saw the bountiful supply of food for 

the winter. Some of the golden ears of corn they hung above the fireplace to dry for seed. The rest they 

shelled and buried in the ground, as Squanto showed them how to do.  

As the evenings grew longer and cooler, the Pilgrims often went in to spend an hour or two at Elder 

Brewster's. The men piled great logs upon the fire. Then the girls and boys drew the chairs and benches 

nearer the huge fireplace, and all would sit in the twilight and talk.  

Sometimes they spoke of old times in England or Holland, but usually it was of their work and the life in 

the new home. On this November evening all talked of the harvest which had just been stored away.  

"Friends," said Governor Bradford, "God has blessed our summer's work, and has sent us a bountiful 

harvest. He brought us safe to this [155] new home and protected us through the terrible winter. It is fit 

we have a time for giving thanks to God for His mercies to us. What say you? Shall we not have a week 

of feasting and of thanksgiving?"  

"A week of thanksgiving!" said the Pilgrims. "Yes, let us rest from our work and spend the time in 

gladness and thanksgiving. God has been very good to us."  
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So it was decided that the next week should be set aside for the harvest feast of thanksgiving, and that 

their Indian friends should be asked to join them.  

Early the next morning Squanto was sent to invite Massasoit with his brother and friends to come the 

following Thursday.  

When he returned, a party of men took their guns and went into the woods for two days of hunting. 

They would need many deer and wild ducks to feed so large a company.  

Far away in the forest they heard the sound of wild turkeys. They hurried on in that direction, but the 

sound seemed as far away as ever.  

Squanto knew how to bring the turkeys nearer. He made a kind of whistle out of a reed. When he blew 

it, it sounded like the cry of a young turkey.  

"Squanto blow. Turkeys come. Then Squanto shoot! Ugh!" said the Indian, as he showed the Pilgrims his 

whistle.  

When the men came back from their hunt they brought a bountiful supply of game, There were deer, 

rabbits, wild ducks, and four large turkeys.  

The next few days were busy ones in Plymouth kitchens. There were the great brick ovens to heat, and 

bread to bake, and game to dress.  

"Priscilla shall be chief cook," said Mistress Brewster. "No one can make such delicious dishes as she."  

As soon as it was light on Wednesday morning, a roaring fire was built in the huge fireplace in Elder 

Brewster's kitchen. A great pile of red-hot coals was placed in the brick oven in the chimney.  

Then Mary Chilton and Priscilla tied their aprons around them, tucked up their sleeves, and put white 

caps over their hair. Their hands fairly flew as they measured and sifted the flour, or rolled and cut 

cookies and tarts.  

Over at another table Remember Allerton and Constance Hopkins washed and chopped dried fruits for 

pies and puddings. Out on the sunny doorstone Love Brewster and Francis Billington sat cracking nuts 

and picking out the plump kernels for the cakes Priscilla was making. What a merry place the big kitchen 

was!  

When the oven was hot, the coals were drawn out, and the long baking pans were put in. Soon sweet, 

spicy odors filled the room, and on the long [157] shelves were rows and rows of pies, tarts, and little 

nut cakes.  

In the afternoon all of the girls and boys took their baskets or pails and went to the beach to dig clams. 

"Clams will make a delicious broth. We shall need hundreds of them," said Priscilla.  

"The boys and girls . . . went to the beach to dig clams"   
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While they were gone, some of the men brought boards, hammers, and saws and built two long tables 

out-of-doors near the common-house. Here the men would eat, and a table would be spread in the 

elder's house for the women and children.  

 

It was Thursday morning, and the Pilgrims [158] were up early to prepare for the guests they had invited 

to the feast of thanksgiving. The air was mild and pleasant, and a soft purple haze lay upon field and 

wood.  

"We could not have had a more beautiful day for our feast," thought Miles Standish, as he climbed the 

hill to fire the sunrise gun.  

Just then wild yells and shouts told the astonished Pilgrims that their guests had arrived. Down the hill 

from the forest came Massasoit, his brother, and nearly a hundred of his friends, dressed in their finest 

skins, and in holiday paint and feathers.  

The captain and a number of other men went out to welcome the Indians, and the women hurried to 

prepare breakfast for them.  

"The women hurried to prepare breakfast for them"   

Squanto and John Alden built a big fire near the brook, and soon the clam broth was simmering in the 

great kettle.  

The roll of the drum called all to prayers, for the Pilgrims never began a day without asking God's 

blessing upon it. "The white men talk to the Great Spirit," Squanto explained to Chief Massasoit. "They 

thank Him for His good gifts." The Indians seemed to understand, and listened quietly to the prayers.  

Then all sat down at the long tables. The women were soon busy passing great bowls of clam broth to 

each hungry guest. There were [159] piles of brown bread and sweet cakes; there were dishes of turnips 

and boiled meat, and later, bowls of pudding made from Indian corn.  

While they were eating, one of the Indians brought a great basket filled with popped corn and poured it 

out upon the table before Elder Brewster. The Pilgrims had never seen pop corn before. They filled a 

large bowl with this new dainty and sent it in to the children's table.  

When breakfast was over, there was another service of thanksgiving, led by Elder Brewster. Then 

Governor Bradford took his friends to the grassy common where they would have games.  

A number of little stakes were driven into the ground, and here several groups of Indians and Pilgrims 

played quoits, the Indians often throwing the greater number of rings over the stakes.  

Then the savages entertained their friends with some wonderful tests in running and jumping. After this 

Governor Bradford invited the Indians to sit down on the grass and watch the soldiers drill on the 

common.  
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The Indians sat down, not knowing what to expect next, for they had never before seen soldiers drill. 

Suddenly they heard the sound of trumpets, and the roll of drums. Down the hill marched the little army 

of only nineteen men, the flag of old England waving above their heads.  

To right and to left they marched, in single [160] file or by twos and threes, then at a word from the 

captain, fired their muskets into the air. The Indians were not expecting this, and some sprang to their 

feet in alarm.  

Again came the sharp reports of the muskets. Many of the Indians looked frightened. "Have the white 

men brought us here to destroy us?" they asked.  

"The white men are our friends; they will not harm us," answered Massasoit.  

Hardly had he finished speaking when there came a deep roar from the cannon on the fort. The sound 

rolled from hill to hill. At this the Indians became more and more uneasy. They did not enjoy the way the 

white men entertained their guests.  

Some thought of an excuse to leave the village. "We will go into the forest and hunt," they said. "We will 

bring deer for the white men's feast."  

Captain Standish smiled as he saw the Indians start for the forest. "They do not like the thunder of our 

cannon," he said.  

But the next morning the five Indians returned, each bringing a fine deer.  

Saturday was the last day of the feast. How busy the women were preparing this greatest dinner! Of 

course the men and boys helped too. They dressed the game, brought water from the brook, and wood 

for the fire.  

There were turkeys, stuffed with beechnuts, browning before the fire. There were roasts of all kinds, 

and a wonderful stew made of birds and other game.  

"The Indians had never seen such a feast"   

And you should have seen the great dishes of purple grapes, the nuts, and the steaming puddings. The 

table seemed to groan under its load of good things. The Indians had never seen such [162] a feast. 

"Ugh!" said Massasoit, as he ate the puffy dumplings in Priscilla's stew. "Ugh! The Great Spirit loves his 

white children best!"  

So the happy day ended, and the Indians returned to their wigwams. The Pilgrims never forgot their first 

Thanksgiving day. Each year when the harvests were gathered, they would set aside a day for thanking 

God for his good gifts, and for years their Indian friends joined in this feast. 
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THANKSGIVING 

Amelia A. Barr 

 
"Have you cut the wheat in the blowing fields, 
The barley, the oats, and the rye, 
The golden corn and the pearly rice? 
For the winter days are nigh." 
 
"We have reaped them all from shore to shore, 
And the grain is safe on the threshing floor." 
 
"Have you gathered the berries from the vine, 
And the fruit from the orchard trees? 
The dew and the scent from the roses and thyme, 
In the hive of the honeybees?" 
 
"The peach and the plum and the apple are ours, 
And the honeycomb from the scented flowers." 
 
"The wealth of the snowy cotton field 
And the gift of the sugar cane, 
The savory herb and the nourishing rootτ 
There has nothing been given in vain." 
 
"We have gathered the harvest from shore to shore, 
And the measure is full and brimming o'er." 
 
"Then lift up the head with a song! 
And lift up the hand with a gift! 
To the ancient Giver of all 
The spirit in gratitude lift! 
For the joy and the promise of spring, 
For the hay and the clover sweet, 
The barley, the rye, and the oats, 
The rice, and the corn, and the wheat, 
The cotton, and sugar, and fruit, 
The flowers and the fine honeycomb, 
The country so fair and so free, 
The blessings and glory of home." 

  
You can purchase Stories of the Pilgrims from Yesterday’s Classics

http://www.yesterdaysclassics.com/catalog/displaytitle.php?author=pumphrey&book=pilgrims&catalog=faith
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Thanksgiving Copy Work 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 

your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

Philippians 4:6, 7 

~~~ 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, 
and into his courts with praise. 
Be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 
For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endures to all generations."  

Psalm 100:4-5 

~~~ 

Thanksgiving is a time when the world gets to see just how blessed and how workable the Christian 

system is. The emphasis is not on giving or buying, but on being thankful and expressing that 

appreciation to God and to one another.  

John Clayton  

~~~ 

You say grace before meals.  All right.  But I say grace before the concert and the opera, and grace 

before the play and pantomime, and grace before I open a book, and grace before sketching, painting, 

swimming, fencing, boxing, walking, playing, dancing and grace before I dip the pen in the ink.   

G.K. Chesterton 

~~~ 

For each new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food, for love and friends, 
For everything Thy goodness sends. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

~~~ 

The unthankful heart... discovers no mercies; but let the thankful heart sweep through the day and, as 
the magnet finds the iron, so it will find, in every hour, some heavenly blessings!   

Henry Ward Beecher 
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Thanksgiving Poems 

 

The Pilgrims Came 

 Annette Wynne 

 

The Pilgrims came across the sea, 

And never thought of you and me; 

And yet it's very strange the way 

We think of them Thanksgiving Day. 

We tell their story old and true 

Of how they sailed across the blue, 

And found a new land to be free 

And built their homes quite near the sea. 

The people think that they were sad, 

And grave; I'm sure that they were glad - 

They made Thanksgiving Day - that's fun - 

We thank the Pilgrims every one!  

 

 

 

It's That Time, Again  

Unknown  

 

The days are getting shorter now. 

I feel a snow flake on my brow. 

The leaves are crackling as I run, 

The squirrels' searching almost done. 

The turkey's restless in the pen, 

Oh! No! I see my breath again! 

It makes a person take a pause 

And think about old Santa Claus!!!  
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The Pilgrims  

Bobbi Katz 

 

In the year of 1620 

on a cold December day 

a hundred and two pilgrims 

sailed into Plymouth Bay. 

Still wary from their voyage - 

still bracing winter's chill - 

they kept their sights on freedom 

with courage, work, and will. 

Pilgrims did not stop to think 

of riches, fame, or glory 

while bravely playing starring roles 

in our new nation's story 

  
 

 

 

Thanksgiving Time 

 Author Unknown. 

 

When all the leaves are off the boughs, 

And nuts and apples gathered in, 

And cornstalks waiting for the cows, 

And pumpkins safe in barn and bin, 

Then Mother says, "My children dear, 

The fields are brown, and autumn flies; 

Thanksgiving Day is very near, 

And we must make thanksgiving pies!"  
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Thanksgiving  

Old Rhyme 

 

The year has turned its circle, 

The seasons come and go. 

The harvest all is gathered in 

And chilly north winds blow.  

 

Orchards have shared their treasures, 

The fields, their yellow grain, 

So open wide the doorway --- 

Thanksgiving comes again!  

 

 

 

The First Thanksgiving  

Unknown 

 

When the Pilgrims 

first gathered together to share 

with their Indian friends 

in the mild autumn air, 

they lifted the voices 

in jubilant praise 

for the bread on the table, 

the berries and maize, 

for field and for forest, 

for turkey and deer, 

for the bountiful crops 

they were blessed with that year. 

They were thankful for these 

as they feasted away, 

and as they were thankful 

we're thankful today. 
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Giving Thanks  

Author Unknown  

 

For the hay and the corn and the wheat that is reaped, 

For the labor well done, and the barns that are heaped, 

For the sun and the dew and the sweet honeycomb, 

For the rose and the song and the harvest brought home -- 

Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!  

 

For the trade and the skill and the wealth in our land, 

For the cunning and strength of the workingman's hand, 

For the good that our artists and poets have taught, 

For the friendship that hope and affection have brought -- 

Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!  

 

For the homes that with purest affection are blest, 

For the season of plenty and well-deserved rest, 

For our country extending from sea unto sea; 

The land that is known as the "Land of the Free" -- 

Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving!  
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Thanksgiving  Links 

 

Origin of Thanksgiving 

Thanksgiving Day is a joyous family festival celebrated with lot of enthusiasm in US, Canada and several 
other countries. This site gives a range of information such as recipes, histories,  
 
Indian Aid and a Blessed Thanksgiving  

Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 
A moving description of the difficult times surrounding the first Thanksgiving and the aid which many 
Native-Americans gave. 

 
Of Plimoth Plantation 

Governor William Bradford's journal of the first days of the pilgrims in Plymouth Colony. 
 
The Mayflower Society: General Society of Mayflower Descendants  

 
Hereditary organization founded "more than one hundred years ago, [by] a group of descendants of the 
Pilgrims who sailed on the Mayflower in 1620, [and] saw the need for a national society to honor their 
memory." Features a list of the families who arrived on the Mayflower at what is now Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, the Mayflower Compact, a brief history, an application form, and links to state groups and 
related sites.  
 
MayflowerHistory.com 

Information about the Mayflower, the Pilgrims, and early Plymouth Colony. Read passenger lists, wills of 
some of those on board, crew lists, the Mayflower Compact, and other early letters and documents. Also 
includes genealogy resources and links to related museums and societies. Maintained by Mayflower 
descendent and researcher Caleb Johnson. 
 
Pilgrim Hall Museum: The Pilgrim Story  

 
This site combines images of items from the museum with well-documented historical information to 
illuminate the Plymouth Colony and the Wampanoag Nation (American Indian tribe) story to 1692. 
Includes the background of the settlers, the voyage of the Mayflower, and the "First Thanksgiving." Also 
provides brief biographies of colonists, articles about the colony, and transcripts of documents such as 
wills, inventories, and the Mayflower Compact. 
 
Plimoth Plantation  

 
This living history center in Plymouth, Massachusetts, re-creates a 1627 Pilgrim village that was "built by 
English colonists in the midst of the Wampanoag homeland." The site features a virtual tour of the village 
and a Wampanoag homesite, articles about the colonists and Native Americans, Thanksgiving recipes, 
and an interactive feature about the first Thanksgiving. Also includes tourist information for Plymouth. 

 
 

http://www.thanksgiving-day.org/
http://www.joyfulheart.com/thanksgiving/indian-thanksgiving.htm
http://www.mith2.umd.edu/eada/html/display.php?docs=bradford_history.xml
http://www.themayflowersociety.com/
http://mayflowerhistory.com/
http://www.pilgrimhall.org/museum.htm
http://www.plimoth.org/
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