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Literature-rich curricula inspired by the work of Charlotte Mason.

Dear Sheila, In this issue
The Three Educational Laws of
It has been a full month. We have published two books and Grade Five is Jesus, Part 1
ready for you. Free Download: _ Nature _Journal
Template
"The Three Educational Laws of Jesus" is an article | have wanted to write for WHAT'S HAPPENING @ LBC

some time. It is a three-part series that | hope will bless and encourage you as
a homeschooling parent.

One more week

Last, we want to give you one more chance to order the Colonial America Series at a real saving. For one more week, we’'ll pay
the postage if you purchase either book. If you purchase both, we will add a beautiful copy of the Mayflower Compact, the
document signed by all members of the party on that historic day, November 21, 1620 AND a full-color reproduction of the
painting The Mayflower Compact, 1620 by Jean Leon Gerome Ferris for picture study.

e

This is the first in a three-part series.

7“4 Offend Not, Despise Not, Hinder Not

_ Is it possible to offend, despise, or hinder your children? Jesus thought so. The gospels
contain a very clear set of guidelines regarding children. Charlotte Mason was sensitive
enough to hear that message. In her book Home Education, she wrote:

“The code of education in the Gospels expressly laid down by Christ is summed up in
three commandments, and all three have a negative character, as if the chief thing
required of grown-up people is that they should do no sort of injury to the children: Take
heed that ye OFFEND not—DESPISE not—HINDER not—one of these little ones.” (p.12)

Offend Not These Little Ones

Offend is defined as, “to cause displeasure, anger, resentment, or wounded feelings”.
Who has not spoken in irritation or haste to their child? Yet, Jesus warns us against this
very thing (Luke 17: 2).

God requires us to provide authority and discipline in the home. Sometimes we try to
gain control by being strident or unreasonable. Other times, we may not provide enough
§ | structure.

Charlotte Mason saw the cause as a misunderstanding of our role:

“The mother began with no sufficient sense of duty, she thought herself free to allow
and disallow, to say and unsay, as if the children were hers to do what she liked. Here
then is the offence, we do not see ourselves as under authority too. Let the child see
that his parents are law compelled as well as he, that they simply cannot allow him to do
the things which have been forbidden, and he submits with the sweet meekness which
belongs to his age." (p. 16)

How do we offend?
Here are a few important ways:

Modeling anger (Proverbs. 22:24, 25)

Being inconsistent in discipline (Ecclesiastes 8:11)
Having a double standard (Matthew 23: 1-4)

Calling your child names (Ephesians 4:29)

Not praising your child (Il Corinthians 2: 6-8)

Not admitting when you are wrong (Matthew 5: 23- 26)
By being too strict (James 3: 17)

What is the antidote?



Ask God to forgive you and ask your child to forgive you. Then, delight in your children.
Enjoy their playfulness, innocence, their ability to live in the moment, to forgive easily.

Three reasons to delight in your children

1. God delights in us and we are to model God’s love to our children.
Jesus instructed us to “receive them”. (Mark 9:37)
3. By nature they are delightful.

If this article was a blessing to you will you email me and let me know? Watch for Part 2:
Despise Not These Little Ones in April and Part 3: Hinder Not These Little Ones in May

This month's download is a two-page template with which to make your own Nature Journal.
Print as many pages as you like, 10-20 is a good number with which to start . Use three-
hole punch paper or get a punch and do it yourself. It is not always necessary to bring your
child's journal when you go for a nature walk. Sometimes it's best to enjoy looking, then find
a small, natural treasure to bring home and draw or paint later.

Download.

Tips for Better Nature Journaling
Read our article from a past issue of Parent's Journal that has several suggestions for
getting the most our of your nature walks.

Thanks to several generous donations we were able to help Great Joy
School in Nigeria dig their well. LBC's ministry project is Education in a Box.
We donate curriculum and training to village schools in developing nations.
Our current project is in Nigeria. When we visited Alope Meta village in
November 2006, we saw that the water supply was a muddy river half a
mile away. Many of the children had diseases and parasites as a result of
the water. We put the word out that $4600 was needed to dig a well and
put in a pump and generator. We managed to raise all but $1600. In the
last issue of Parent's Journal | mentioned the need and a generous donor
came through. The picture is of the men hand-digging the 200-foot plus
well.

We are starting a fund to help build a permanent school building for three
villages. If you would like to help,
your donations are tax-deductible. Donate.

The Grade Five Curriculum Package is ready for you to have a look. It
includes

« A 200-page plus Teaching Guide to the Living Books philosophy with
a term-by-term overview of each subject and a week-by-week
schedule that details how to use the literature to teach each subject.

« A CD containing 36-week LBC planner, templates for creating a
nature journal and Book of the Centuries, many beautiful
reproductions of great art for picture, and Pilgrim's Progress.

« Guidelines for weekly dictation, spelling, recitation and storytelling.

« Four strands of science: life science-microscopic life; technology-
inventions of the 19th century; health science-what is health?;
physical science-an introduction to physics.

« A living books study of America's post-Civil War period of Growth and
Industrialization.

« A living books study of the art and culture of the Renaissance and the
central figures and events of the Reformation.

Quick Links...

« Colonial America Series special offer « What others are saying about LBC
« Grade Five Life Science books « Grade Five World History books
« Grade Five American History books
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