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Literature-rich curricula inspired by the work of Charlotte Mason.

Dear Sheila, In this issue

Part 2--Esteeming Children
Spring has come to Michigan at last. It makes my heart glad to see crocuses, Free Download: Heroes of
daffodils and hyacinths. Progress excerpt

WHAT'S HAPPENING @ LBC

This issue continues the three-part series begun last month on the Three
Educational Laws of Jesus. | received many emails from moms saying they were helped and blessed by the article.

Don't miss our special of the month--Heroes of Progress: Stories of Successful Americansanother publication by our own, Living

Books Press.

| hope some of you who live in the Michigan area can make it to our Day Away conference on June 16. For those going to
INCH's Home Educator Conference on May 4 and 5, stop in and say hello!

Mila

This is the second in a three-part series:

Is it possible to offend, despise, or hinder your children? Jesus thought so. The gospels
contain a very clear set of guidelines regarding children. The good news is once we know
what not to do, the road lies clear as to what we may do.

DESPISE NOT-- Approve, think highly of, esteem, respect

"Take heed that you despise not one of these little ones, for their angels do always behold
the face of the Father which is in heaven." Luke 18:10

Think of it--our children's guardian angels are always beholding the face of God Almighty.
What an honor, what a rare privilege we have as parents. | pray that we can always hold this
thought in our hearts, even when we are tired or frustrated or struggling in our homeschool.

In what ways can we learn to esteem and respect our children more than we do? Charlotte
Mason taught that we esteem children when we provide for them those things necessary for
the development of their bodies and their minds. As caring parents, we provide for our
children's physical well-being. We don't need to be reminded to provide food and clothing and
shelter and safety. But, what can we do to esteem their mind?

Charlotte Mason felt that our “chief asset" when training children was the knowledge and
expectation that they can know. We are urged to have faith in our child's innate, God-given
ability to know and in knowing to grow.

When we do the work for the child in the form of "dumbed-down" books, glitzy programs to
excite interest, or "picturing, summarizing, demonstrating, illustrating, doing all those things for
children which they are born with the potency to do for themselves", then we have lost that
opportunity for allowing them the full scope of development and we will not see the results for
which we hope. (To read more on this topic see, Philosophy of Education, p. 235 ff)

Ways We Can Esteem Children:

Choose living books that nourish their mind
Provide reasonable authority in the home
Encourage the formation of good habits
Praise them in well-doing




Listen to their concerns

Expect they will learn and learn well

Affirm their love of beauty by surrounding them with beautiful things
Permit them to ask difficult questions

Watch for Part Three next month-The Spiritual Life of Children

The free download this month is an excerpt from our latest publication Heroes of Progress: Stories of
Successful Americans . The chapter, entitled "A Man Who Persevered", is about Charles Goodyear,

inventor of the process for vulcanizing rubber. His legacy is everywhere you look. Car, truck, airplane
and industrial tires are just of few of the uses for Goodyear's invention.

Published by LBC, Heroes of Progress: Stories of Successful Americans contains twenty-nine well-
drawn portraits of men and women who through their inventiveness and industry made a difference
in the world, and whose influence can be seen even today. Among the biographies are John James
Audubon, Luther Burbank, Andrew Carnegie, Clara Barton, Henry Ford and Thomas Edison.

SPECIAL OFFER

For the month of May only, if you purchase Heroes of Progress we will pay the postage AND send
| you a Century Chart of the type used in the PNEU schools. This chart is specifically adapted for
study of 19th Century American History.

To order Heroes of Progress

To download sample chapter

4 Jump-start your homeschool planning! Join Jim & Sheila Carroll of Living Books
Curriculum and Nancy Kelly, homeschooling mother of six, for an inspirational and
instructional Day Away to learn more about Charlotte Mason's methods.

June 16, 2007-, 9:00am-4:00pm
Art Reach of Mt. Pleasant, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan

¢ NANCY KELLY of Windom, Minnesota is a homeschooling mother of six and has
successfully used Charlotte Mason's methods for the past twelve years with her
children. Teaching Shakespeare is a special passion; collecting books is another.
Nancy will share her journey as a homeschooling parent using CM, and give
suggestions on how to succeed using living books to encourage a love of learning,
to teach multiple ages and to use CM with high school students.

Reqister online today!

Jim and Sheila Carroll will be exhibiting and presenting at the 24th Annual Michigan
Home Education Convention on May 4th & 5th, 2007. Jim will present on
"Destressing Your Homeschool" and Sheila will present on "The Missing Ingredient in
Reading and Writing."

To learn more

Quick Links...

« Celebrate the 400th anniversary of Jamestown « PJ Article: Avoid Stress in Your Homeschool
with our book

« A Day Away Conference « Celebrate Michigan Week with these resources

email: parents-journal@Ilivingbookscurriculum.com
web: http://www.livingbookscurriculum
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